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mobilize the old Hardshell strength. In New Jersey Senator Thomson
and federal officeholders were at work for the ticket. In Indiana the
Bright-Fitch faction would do what it could, while in Ohio Marshal
Johnson was organizing such remnants as would enlist. In Illinois Ike
Cook was still trying to operate from the Chicago post office. Jo Lane's
friends in Oregon were in the fight, and the Chivalry in California
could be counted on for help.
The Breckinridge managers lacked also northern press support.
Several New York papers, including the Herald and the Journal of
Commerce, together with the Philadelphia Pennsylvanian and the
Washington Constitution, were the chief; a few papers were set up just
for the campaign. This effort was confined to the East, and there was
hardly any vigorous editorial writing west of the Alleghenies. Taking a
leaf from the Republicans, who were organizing youth into bands of
parading, singing Wide-Awakes, the seceding Democrats created clubs
called Giant Killers, Jo Lane Rangers, and the like.8
The federal patronage was a certain advantage to Breckinridge. It
had already been used, when the jobs for taking the census were passed
out by the administration, to strengthen anti-Douglas forces. Now Cobb
and Thompson undertook to direct the federal officeholders in their
large departments under fear of disciplinary measures; bureau chiefs
sought to levy campaign contributions. The Post Office was not so effi-
cient a weapon. Holt himself was not much of a politician and was dis-
tracted that summer by the illness and death of his wife. Also Horatio
King, First Assistant Postmaster General in charge of appointments,
was a Douglas man and, strange to say, was retained. However, an
occasional removal on behalf of Breckinridge was ordered.
Naturally the division was made an excuse for some efforts to settle
old scores in the name of aiding Breckinridge. Daniel S. Dickinson
wanted a long list of officeholders removed, especially some one-time
Softs like George N. Sanders and Marshal Rynders. Buchanan forth-
with decapitated the former, but Secretary Thompson and others
thought Rynders too useful. Edmund Burke, foe of Pierce and sometime
commissioner of patents, came to life in New Hampshire and sent down
a list of "must" removals. Chairman Stevens advised with ex-President
Pierce, who, though he favored Breckinridge, counseled against these